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INTRODUCTION


After dealing with appropriate and inappropriate relationships, Jesus discussed faulty religious practices. Then, He began to discuss personal attitudes or values: where to store things you value (6:19-24), what to value (6:25-34), and evaluation of self and others (7:1-6). We have discussed where to store things of spiritual value. Today, we will examine what He has to say to His People about how to value and evaluate people—both then and now.

I.
THE PROBLEM WITH JUDGING (vv. 1-2)
1.
It is unwise to judge others because that invites others to judge us.
2. The measuring stick we use to judge others will be used to measure us.
Jesus reminds us that people who choose to judge others place themselves in the position of being judged by others. It is wiser to keep silent on most occasions.
II.
THE PROBLEM OF THE JUDGES (vv. 3-5)
1. Persons who judge others see small sins (specks) in others.
2. Persons who judge others overlook large sins (planks) in themselves.
Jesus points out that most people who judge others do not have a proper evaluation of themselves and, therefore, cannot evaluate others appropriately. We see what we want to see in ourselves—thereby seeing ourselves as righteous. We see anything and everything that others do so as to judge them as being unrighteous. We become like the self-righteous scribes and Pharisees when we do this.
III.
THE PROBLEM OF THE JUDGED (v. 6a)

1. The evil persons (dogs) are not worthy of our judging.
2. The careless persons (pigs) are not worthy of our judging.

Jesus is NOT saying that such people should not be judged; rather, He is telling us that such people will not listen to what we say to them. They are caught up in their sinful lifestyle and will not pay attention to anyone who disagrees with them.
IV.
THE PROBLEM FROM JUDGING (v. 6b)
1. The persons judged will ignore the judging.

2. The persons judged may turn on us and even seek to kill us.

Evil and careless people have a value system that is warped and cannot see the truth of what God says is true or valuable. Thus, they will continue living in their secular ways and storing up their treasures on earth. Nothing we say will change that. However, what we say to them may arouse their resentment and hatred for anyone Christian and cause them to attack us without mercy.
CONCLUSION


Let us not concern ourselves with judging others. Let us value life, the Christian worldview, and the treasures we seek to lay up in Heaven. A wise man will not make evil or careless people angry by criticizing or judging them from the Christian perspective of right or wrong. However, when our Christian ways are challenged by the world, we must be brave. When we speak out in such appropriate times, let us speak the truth in love, not angrily or judgmentally. We are to see such persons as having value, for Jesus died for them just as He did for us. Do NOT forget: Our righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees. Let us keep our eyes focused on Jesus, not upon man.
“You are my strength when I am weak, You are the treasure that I seek, 

You are my all in all.

Seeking You as a precious jewel, Lord, to give up I’d be a fool,

You are my all in all.

Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name (2X).”
